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Yoshimi Town was first established as Yoshimi Village with the merger of the
four villages of East, West, South and North Yoshimi Villages in July 1954.
This year marks the memorable 50th anniversary since its merger and later
reorganized as a town in 1972. The population has grown to over 22,000 from
the 16,000 at the time of merger and has followed a steady development as a
town with nature and daily livelihood in harmony.

I would like to offer my cordial appreciation and gratitude to the many
predecessors before us that have worked for and realized such development.

I have actively engaged in efforts for town planning so to provide the people of
Yoshimi Town with a sense of reassurance and excitement and for them to
truly feel proud of their hometown under the belief that the townspeople are at
the center of town planning. I have endeavored in efforts to realize the future of
the town as a Atown rich in greenery and smiles created by the townspeople.® I
shall continue to rigorously promote *attractive town planningt through
cooperation between the townspeople and the administrative body.

This magazine to commemorate the 50th anniversary since the merger has
been compiled to introduce the history of Yoshimi Town as well as in an
attempt to make known its current status. In closing, I would like to ask for
your further understanding of and cooperation to Yoshimi Town through this
commemorative magazine.
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Yoshimi Town is celebrating the 50th anniversary since its merger this year. Yoshimi
Village emerged in July 1954 with the merger of four villages due to the Towns and
Villages Merger Promotion Law implemented in 1953. The village started cultivating
strawberries between 1955 and 1959, and has evolved as one of the few production areas
in the country for strawberries, now known for its signature Yoshimi Strawberries.
During 1960 through 1964, its agriculture was modernized such as the introduction of
large-scale field adjustment and reorganization.

In 1970, it made its first step towards urbanization by taking advantage of its location,
within 50km distance from the metropolis, and invited large-scale plants and designated
areas for urbanization.

Then in November 1972, the village started its history as Yoshimi Town as it
reorganized itself as a town.

In the meantime, Yoshimi Town has advanced systematic and effective administrative
and fiscal management through actively securing financial resources, such as working to
stabilize the town tax revenue, together with nurturing the nature and culture while
practicing a sound fiscal policy. This could only be made possible by the understanding
and cooperation of the townspeople towards Yoshimi TownZs policy and the efforts put
in by the authorities concerned, thus I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to
everyone.

In closing, I would like to sincerely ask for your support and cooperation as the assembly
will work together as one and serve as the pipeline between the townspeople and the
administrative body in order to create a lively and vibrant town of Yoshimi in a time
when we must face strict fiscal management.
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Town planning in Yoshimi Town is being advanced
with the combined efforts of the townspeople and the
administrative body. Recently, a wave of public
facilities has been constructed to provide a more
convenient and comfortable living for the
townspeople. This section will introduce these new
facilities.
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NEW FACES of OUR TOWN
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The Yoshimi Town Hall (Furesa
Yoshimi) was created as a space to
exhibit and appreciate distinguished
artworks and for the townspeople to
engage in artistic activities
themselves. The facility is well
equipped including the two halls
(large and small) inside a very
uniquely designed architecture with
a big glass surface on its side. It is to
serve as the base for the creation of
Yoshimi Town’s culture while
working in conjunction with the
Central Community Center, the
library and gymnasium established
in the near vicinity.
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The Yoshimi Welfare Hall is a
facility that serves to meet the
needs of all townspeople including
the elderly, people with disability,
expected mothers and people
raising their child(ren) by
providing a place for them to
support and help one another. The
office of the Town Council of
Social Welfare, daycare center for
people with disabilities and
childrearing support room(s) are
situated here, thus the Yoshimi
Welfare Hall is to become the
main base for health and welfare of
Yoshimi Town.
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The michi-no-eki (road station)
Ichigo no Sato Yoshimi (Land of
Strawberries) is enhanced with
facilities and spaces for interaction,
resting and sales of specialty
products within its 25,000m2
property. It is rich in space where
people of all ages from young
children to the elderly can play or
rest. Furthermore, there are
different stores in which visitors
may purchase locally made miso
(soybean paste), jam, snacks and
other food products as well as eat

handmade udon noodles.
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The Cultural Deposit Center is a
facility that stores and exhibits
buried cultural properties of
Yoshimi Town rich in its history
and culture. The exhibition is
conducted in a very simple manner
using video images and panels
mainly of Yoshimi Hyakuana
tumulus which is the cultural
property that represents Yoshimi
Town and the Matsuyama Castle.
In addition, it serves as the base
from which information on
cultural properties are distributed
on the internet and hands-on
workshops where participants are
exposed to the culture of ancient
times are conducted.
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The Yoshimi Hills where Yoshimi
Town is situated has a rich history
abundant in greenery. There are many
famous and renowned sites such as
archaeological site of group tombs,
prestigious and historic Buddhist
temples, ruins of castles where famous
feudal warlords fought and more.
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Yoshimi Hyakuana is an archaeological remains
created in the sixth century where numerous
burial pits were dug on the side of a small hill.
Investigation was first conducted in 1887 and
237 horizontal holes were excavated. At the
time, it was thought to be the dwelling site of the
indigenous people, but was later discovered to
be the remains of ancient tunnel tombs. This
Yoshimi Hyakuana is also known as the natural
growing place of hikarigoke (luminous moss)
which is designated as Japans specially protected
species. There also is the Kuroiwa Ouketsubo-
gun (Kuroiwa Tunnel Tombs) which easily
overtakes the size of Yoshimi Hyakuana as well
as many burial mounds of ancient local ruling
families have been found in Yoshimi Town.
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YOSHIMI Historical Trip
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Matsuyama Castle is situated in the hilly area of
Yoshimi Town and is thought to have been
constructed towards the end of the 14th century
to the beginning of the 15th century. In the mid-
16th century, a war erupted as prominent feudal
warlords fought over this castle. Although the
castle itself has been long gone, people can learn
about the past from its remains. Moreover, close
by to the ruins of the Matsuyama Castle is the
Iwamuro Kannon where 88 stone images of
Buddha is situated. There are, in many parts of
Yoshimi Town numerous historic sites that
eloquently tell the history and culture of
Yoshimi Town in the medieval times, such as
the precious and valuable architectures, temples
with wooden images of Buddha and temples
where a rare porcelain vase made in China in the
13th century was discovered.
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In 1889, there emerged the four villages of North, East,
South and West Yoshimi Villages. They were in existence
for more than 60 years until they were merged to form the
Yoshimi Village in 1954. This region has long been known
as one of the best fertile grain belts in Saitama Prefecture,
but had suffered immense damages from its river flooding
on several occasions. As such, projects to refurbish the
river bank area have been executed a number of times.
From the Meiji period to Taisho period and even into the
early Showa period, Yoshimi Town gradually developed
to obtain a more modern townscape while in general
maintaining an atmosphere of an agricultural village.
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YOSHIMI Historical Trip
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Half a century has passed since the merger of the
four villages in 1954, during which time Yoshimi
Town has emerged into a modern town with
large-scale plants and residential areas while it
started out as nothing more than a simple
agricultural village. Now, we shall reflect back on
the history of Yoshimi Town and review its steps
by each decade for the past 50 years.
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During the 1960s to the 1970s, infrastructures necessary for the
formulation of a modern city was developed rapidly. Results were
seen from the large-scale readjustment and reorganization of farm
land and modernization policies for the agricultural village
implemented during this time, and soon new forms of agricultural
management that met the new needs of the time was adopted. In
addition, many large plants advanced into the area, and gradually
the townscape included not only farm fields but also modern
architectures and others. Then on November 3, 1972, Yoshimi
Village reorganized itself as a town, marking the birth of Yoshimi
Town.
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Around 1974, when Yoshimi Town was celebrating its 20th
anniversary since the merger, various administrative facilities and
those concerning daily living was constructed, and the measures for
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town planning were enhanced. In 1975, Yoshimi Town invited (I 1
large-scale plants and the town’s industry was further vitalized. The El i* 4 9
fundamental facilities for education and sports were also developed ey - éz ‘;‘:\ 0 ?'J "I 8
around this time. Yoshimi Town evolved into a town friendly to B A = 5
people of all status and background, enriching their lives with the HRINIAS W 7 ﬂE
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creation of a new base that provided a space for leisure activities
and supported services related to welfare.
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When Yoshimi Town welcomed its 30th anniversary since its
merger in 1984, to commemorate the memorable occasion, the
town charter, flower (chrysanthemum), tree (zelkova tree) and bird
(lark) was established. Around this time the main facilities of the
town was completed one after the other, including the new town
office, town library, health center and gymnasium. In 1990, the
population surpassed 20,000. Furthermore, it transformed from an
agricultural town to one where manufacturing dominate a fair share
of its industry, including the construction of an industrial complex.
The redevelopment of the urban area has also been implemented.
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In 1994, the Yoshimi Welfare Plan for the Elderly
was enacted. Creation of an environment in which

the elderly can live in comfort and soundly has been
promoted. In 1998, the Agricultural Product
Processing Center was opened and the production
and distribution of Yoshimi Town’s specialty
a water disaster-resilient town as it completed two
drainage pumping stations in 1999. We are carefully
future of the town as a “town rich in greenery and

based on precise planning in order to realize the
smiles created by the townspeople” as we have
entered the 21st century.

products were bolstered. Yoshimi Town has become
but steadily advancing measures for town planning

DS o AR

ShHWE

FieEt 5 -

B2 SHMS BHRE M AR —SRHI Y
W65 o’ S S EHwWIRoKH MK
ﬁﬁﬁ@iﬁ% SH044° NWGHIEK RdHO
HNeR ERHHSHIE DI 1O NEML.C
R [HIRE SNV EHOI-N [(IERRHLHK)
To° B i LR RIEe S SEHR
BDA\RA—WRIEL SNV S HhOIE OV 5 #64e°
[RAL—B5HR9 KREHEKIER &R0’
AR S HHFRE O S Ut INVD D BIKG
LHDI S O VO S #61e° U’ IRSmOEIT
E-H AR O#D 5 foto st |

RAL—C | <N HES iiuo<5h6ﬁ
N 2R CHMESIIRIS RO SV S #te R
wﬂE-ﬁ.Ah_—»;bLn_h\ LSOV S MR’
REMOUR L L00RBELSeUR° EO—
D XN —SRRIVIREIO WRIRHKVK
[ ST DO HERWIE OV S #te°
ﬁﬁwﬁ%Téin\&%&Eot%bu%ﬁ
WERR T EREEWITRN JAUL v
wAu%Ew®A%&ﬂ2955\;uztn_

B LIS

FRILE

22



1994 ~2005 (FRK6FE~175F)
1904 (FHi6) E 74 [&Resm] sE oy TN
AP IEE 3 : : m
B

PO
FERREE~175E

KTREEEK., / —NIXEESHE
1995 ((FR7) BEEZEHKEE (B - LX) gtARR
D R
BRfd - REE KRR
WY EG
1996 (Frk8) HWE—/IER - RE_/IERT —IVER
AMBVEBF—T >
AKHECKIZTER
A BNRERERR
ABRAF CRREMKIEE [0-157] R
1997 (Frk9) m/IVER - BNER - bNER - FRBEKRT
—JU5ER
S REEHE (AXKE) (35EHETHR
ANy bR MVEBEBIRZ 2 — b
I —EE 2
1998 (Fmk10) HWRIKBRGZREET
BEYMINEL 2—F4—F>
e/l BRI T KEA AR
RELEFYEy VR
T—IVRAyTIT 52 AKE, BAEEOHIE
1999 (FRi11) HRE—/ERKEMEMETERI)
({e%5) EEFEIRSKIES A EINGSE
RiEH - RERRFER ClRASHR
iR, [/ AT HELADKFE] RIT
2000 (FFr12) ZRIMBE> 2 —5%EK
FHLHEE
HEHKESRFEET
NERBRFIEZX 2 — b
BT S v MR
SR=Z—FULEy 7B
2001 (*FR13) FEMEAEH RATHAIREEERE
®EHShbVWE2—F—T>
7XA U HAEEEETO
BRI RELEHER
2002 (FE14) #HEEIVZA2—T 5 %KE
THITEIETESRE
ETF4 4% & EERTHIREITI0AEENZ T
il
AT B/ N 2 E1 TR (2JL— HETT)
A&7 -V Dy TEfE. BEANZRM6IC
VIVNL A I T4 ZFFUL E v RE
2003 (FFRk15) RARBEHRE (¥4:)
NETRINERR 1SR4+ —T >
KEEICL D1 TV 2EBEA. BABIEAN
[FETEOEWEL | 7HTI—ERE
2004 (FRk16) BAREMBREA—T >
¥OE%ZZAEE
O—KL—X:959 RdILTLE
RE—/ERABEER
TTFzAUEy JEE
FiBR i ERAE
A7 N SHMEIC & B KEERE
2005 (Frk17) HIRSEA—7>
EOBR[WEZDERE LA |F—TF >
EUSEL—T
B b 2 —A4—F >
HLashdbWte2—F—F>

S
%)
S
<
~
S
S
N
5
X.
5]

JREREDY

Bl

AT E]/ N R EFTRAMA

i S _n_jL_'.L...*f...na ;

24



Rl 2
1Ay 7

pmemman R =R
D EF Lt 5 — =) s D ERHEKEIS (2 TisWN=S:Ed PIERE (TJLYKLH)
e Y \X
(T b ) REES 2y,
Fom TR\
Rk N Ao
k) et
V{f i E%E*E#ﬁif*i% ’
DRI
,éﬁf( vy w0
&
— YA
BRI
— il TEEER KRﬂth\;f&@ OILBRE a0
RREAEEL A : IR
) %Eﬁ;%_iﬁﬁ;ﬁ - FRSA i AREFINBVNEY 5 — GEDER LWBTDEKLULH OIIRIAEEE
EREE TR SEER . % -/
== 4 eyl : - %
= b . EE%@EQJ{L\\ .Eﬂ*‘.}l?@?i'ﬁ'
s i it
HHEFE L I— W IS ol
RS (SEHZ)A AEEgm T SRR
@mmswr\iﬁ o=
AR *ﬁ*‘%ﬁ% = o
= tyH— 00419& N 3K et
LR cemnen oo mEGIITECS 5 QOB TR ’
EEBANBLEYS— D s JEGAEODNESE wwrs % B
IR R SRR (GRS & 0 et == % P BENBLLS
AN 15\ ~ —
. mame & ERueEm ® OiFfEEtEYy
EES®  wpmege e\ — s
S A S ORELYy— SRR AR N
P AEERRLE o % oxiliiresass s >
: EA SEhstt . -
@E%%‘zﬁmﬂz IR e : ™
LRtz 5 — . s =(2)
T eBREN/EAUTS  ATTILEL SRRSO e ol
o EEHE ®ﬁ73¥ﬁ;1\_7.f§z AARH = KA
© HLLIHAER .1517(§/§w¥77)ﬁ T JA%E%E#&, WL F fw;ﬁf %gﬁ?ﬁ%{\tya -
5 o« =] = ~ frr o > ~ Y
onmmax RS A e BORUSCORSLS ) FEO) PPN OZ GBI EYY— [RE] OBEBSHELYY— OFINLEFESEDE
= i, < R e =
LiRe SR
« ’ 2R K)ot
o =/ #HitiEf % Ty OERLEREE i
TSRE
FAER Vi
> e T
T o & i il EVTY — eV
e — . ‘Qf% S I\iﬁm? St - AEES = BOIER®
' Y/ ; gEsn ]
EHINSHNEYT— REE AN \ AR ——
3 FEED 4 R ETea] s A (twsees) AR T P OEEIHRELEY 5 — OEE%MILEEEJ’S'— oféﬁﬁﬁﬁ
RIS 57 {GREBRREBEFUE o -+ == =
JoR#st RERBEF DERHKES s
KR Eﬁ.ﬁ' & T sa=re LHFHF
SEREOMS
DIER KRS Rt
2 T4 xRty — ORI
= i RTIEIN
RIS B ® N
HHALICA :
L TR
i - 9 o 1km e e
e ppee—— g T >
D ERIKES m
" @HH_LIEEE OBUREE
N
26 =

27



MREFER

(RBFN2958 A8 H ~ABFN33ESA7H)

- ¥

P

B EEE DS K

(RBFN495E8 A8 H ~RBFN52E4 A 10H)

I E ot B
R s EC

(RBFN33EF8 A8 H ~AAFI418E8R7H)

ACHITE 3(CANE 4 (CE I E
ALK

(BBFn52EE5 A8 A ~FRcE5A7H)

N

SCH H BT E
BREEFIIC

(RBFn4148 A8 H ~REFI49E8RA7H)

BOFR G

(PR TTHES A8 H ~IRTE)

WFinhl (1 0aBER) . BLBIA LB

BAO 22,629A
mE%  11,365A

WLt 11,2644
(P88 1741 A 1 BIRE)

1
ﬁ 21 90~100 l 96
256‘ 80~89 ﬁﬁl 575

il Bl
1290 mﬁm 60~69 ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;1204
whbibbinh = bibIE
1693 iﬁﬁﬁ“ 40~49 ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ1 1532
o bl = BOABA
1422 smﬁm 20~29 ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiw%
o kb BB
97455“ 0~ 9% ﬁﬁﬂ‘ 936

28

BEATE (ER 1 6 FE—M=ET)

HI RSB M5 HEEISER 85005M 1.1%

11868505 2.2% N foikEEHE 1188700550
(FHLIR =

HSHERRA S —— 2.5%

1870005H
2.3%

LE)
23fE3976 5 1FH
567005H ’

fthDBEERR

W FE(ER 16 FE—MR=ED)

ERE H2E 1182301/9FTH 1.6%

38535643

g EERE Zoft 356154FM 0.5%
e
618214085H s
11B635858FM
8{81018 557

10.7% H

9.2, 751267007

HEH REE
10f83624753FH 1482846757F
BMKERE 13.7% 18.9%
Bf8992472FH

TANAT v g
v

M.

Bl 4

P

=% o e
dyre o |

=
—

s

T
Ptk

L. -
A

L]
L~

<)o 3
) 1 Corp Ty B P B it

TR AN S B

Noulw 8O

o
1

K

g}
B
Lk
a

A
A
L

L

'3

L

mn‘:
g
o
L 1
¥

9

5. ""1-"';3""**.#" ai r-)-*.}‘ﬁm#?- ]

. 234
Mo S g e
Y

p— e
et DA T

Himiiajsax+nEl

) # ey =

BIE
BHUEEDOERY. BERZHRLOICLTHYFUFZ
B, EOBALSETEHEDENRERZDYE.
myslcREHEImIER, B, B EZ8%RL. ECTE
THERFERTOERIDCEL T UEZRET Do

BIDESUIED





