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Famous tourist site.

The Yoshimi Hyakuana (100 holes) is a nationally
renowned tourist site as well as the pride of our town. The D I:I I:] D D
area is also famous for its cherry blossoms and cosmos in 0000000000 DO00ODoOoO0Oooooooooooooon

the spring. Visitors are drawn to this site by pleasant

. 0000000000 0O0O0O0O0O0O0O00O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O00O0O0
weather and attractive scenery.
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Inside a tomb.

Visitors may go inside some of the 100 tombs carved into the slope of
the hill. Inside a small tomb you will find a room made from boulders
and, as a result, the tombs are quite cool in the summer. Visitors feel
as if they have made direct contact with the history of the area.
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A legend.
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Over the years a number of these holes have developed legends of

their own.

Some tombs are known as the “
“ Hole of the Gods of Thunder and Lightning”

Tengu' s Hole”

Castle Arms Cache” and the “* Home of the Koropokkuru (Elves)”
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Day trips.

Visitors can enjoy a first-hand experience
with history and nature during their visit to
the Yoshimi Hyakuana. Many elementary
schools from neighboring municipalities
include a visit to this site as an important
part of their curriculum.
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Location of the holes.
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The holes on the slopes run from west to east. But the layout of these holes dug
into the side of the hill varies due to their proximity to the top of the hill. These dif-
ferences seem to be related to the status of those buried in the tombs.
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Special Edition

Landscape of Green & Historical Town
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Munitions Factory.
The Yoshimi Hyakuana is located on a hill
composed of relatively soft boulders. For
this reason, during WWII, caves were easily
dug and a major underground munitions
factory was established here. Some of the
holes are open for inspection even today.

Yoshimi Hyakuana (100 holes) is a prefecturally designated historical site with 219 tombs over 1,300-
year-old that have been carved into rocks. Climbing up the steps to the top, you can peek into the care-
fully carved tombs and imagine the prayers of ancient mourners. Gigantic caves are the remains of
Another local attraction is the luminous moss, a pre-
fecturally designated natural treasure that glows in mysterious shades of green in two of the tombs.

underground munitions plants built during WWII.
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Anraku-ji.
This temple is considered to be the “ Bando No. 11" (among
temples regularly visited by pilgrims) and is also referred to as the

“ Yoshimi Kannon” . Pilgrims can view a number of cultural assets
as well as the main hall, the three-tiered pagoda, etc.

cially known forithe dignity.of its inr
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Anraku-ji (Honglo).
This traditional temple, hall underwent leconstluctlon pver 300 years ago Itis built in fhe tradition of eso
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Wana Hanyu Kilns.

These kilns have been found along a belt of land on the slopes just
above Lake Wana. A large number of Hanyu earthen warriors have
been unearthed at this site and in 1974 researchers discovered 4
ascending kilns. Another kiln was discovered in 1987.
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Kuroiwa Oketsu Tombs.

Most of these tombs dug into the side of a mountain have yet to be
excavated. It has been estimated that there are over 500 tombs in
this group. This would make it much larger than the number of tombs
found within the Yoshimi Hyakuana.
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Anraku-ji (Nio statute).

These two Deva Kings, guardian gods of the Anraku-ji
gate, were made between 1695 and 1702. The one
on the right side of the gate is called the “ A-zo" ,
and the one on the left is called the © Un-zo” (“ aun”
meaning the “ harmony of preparedness” in
| Japanese).
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Special Edition
Landscape of Green & Historical Town

The Kuroiwa Group of Cavernous Tombs, on the slopes facing Lake Haccho, is as old as the Yoshimi
Hyakuana. It is believed that most of a total of more than 500 tombs have yet to be excavated. There
are also ancient mounds and ruins of kilns used to bake clay figurines for decorating the mounds.

Anraku-ji temple, founded nearly 1,200 years ago is located halfway up the hills of Yoshimi.

The main

building and a 3-storied pagoda were rebuilt after being destroyed by fires during a series of wars in the

16th century.
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Iwamuro Kannon (stone Buddhas).

In one of the caves near the eaves of the hall, there are 88 statues of
Buddha. These are copies of the gods that reside in the Hachijuhachi-ka-ji
Temple in Shikoku. The dates and the names of the sculptors has been
carved on each statue.
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Sokusho-in.

Minamoto no Noriyori is the younger brother of
Yoritomo. When Yoritomo assumed command of
Kamakura, he established a residence in this area.
The Sokusho-in was relocated to its current location,
near the site of this residence, during the Muromachi
Era.
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Bun’ ei Mida Ukibori Oita monument. Matsuyama Castle site.

This magnificent stone plate is 2.3 m tall, 7 cm thick and has a width The history of this castle is said to go back over 600 years. It has been determined
between 56 and 60 cm. While the carving in the upper portion has that it was erected between 1394 and 1428. The final castle lord, Lord Hamamatsu,
been damaged, the relief of the Amida Nyorai (Buddha) in the center left the castle around the year 1601.

can still be seen (circa. 1275).

Special Edition
Landscape of Green & Historical Town
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Konzo-in Hokyoin-to.

The Hokyoin pagoda is made of stone and serves as
an icon of esoteric Buddhism. There are two of
these pagodas on the grounds of Konzo-in. The one
in the photo on the right was completed in 1373 and
the other on the left in 1376.

Matsuyama Castle was the scene of fierce battles among powerful medieval clans. The ruins include a
series of enclosures, a weapons warehouse and a watchtower. At the northern end of the ruins is a stat-
ue of lwamuro Kannon from the early 9th century. Sokusho-in Temple is known for its collection of cul-
tural assets including the Jizo Hall, the oldest building in Yoshimi, and the statue of a seated Fudomyoo.
A rare 13th-century Chinese pot was found at the Konzo-in Temple few years ago.
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Tenjin-numa.
This is one of the many small reservoirs
located throughout Yoshimi. The trees sur-
rounding the pond and the glittering surface
of the water help to make this area especial-
ly pleasant for the residents who live nearby.

000
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Lake Hacho.

This small lake is known to be a Mecca for anglers looking to catch small hera carp and other carp. There is a walk-
ing path in the vicinity and visitors can also enjoy a hiking course to the Kuroiwa Oketsu tombs.
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Onuma.

This pond, also known as Lake Hyakuana, is espe-
cially beautiful in the autumn months when the
leaves change color. The surrounding area is also
famous among bird-watchers in the winter when
many wild ducks fly here on their journey to the
south.

6 s AR 3] i g e T T | T 2

N
i
ae!
.l
ot
O
|
8]
0
|
|
i
|
]
ki
LE]
B
e
"
"
e
|

i

A o

HREERN

000000000000000000000000
gooooooO0O00ooooo0oO0OoOoooooooo
Oooooooooooo

Wana-numa.

Lake Wana is surrounded by a growth of trees left in
their natural setting. This area is called “ Kaze no
mori” and it is especially popular among hikers and
fisherman.

Many of the irrigation ponds that provide water for paddy
fields were established in Yoshimi hundreds of years ago,
and now they provide us with beautiful scenery. Lake
Onuma, also called Hyakuana-ko, is known as an excellent
site for bird watching in winter. Lake Wana and the sur-
rounding thickets are home to many species of wild fowl and
o v ! aquatic plants. From Mt. Ponpon, a rocky hill at the back
ﬂaﬁ?ﬁsﬁf‘ggm A8 e : of the Takao Hikone Shrine, you can enjoy a distant view of
Rl GRh i HyaklaRa: SAkAAEFLERIN Y I L ‘ 3 the Akagi, Nantai and Tsukuba mountain ranges.
__t\iaiyori residence, Pobonfyasp_,‘ . Jake: Jahd] :
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Ponpon-yama.

" The onomatopoeic name of this mountain comes from
the fact that if you walk along halfway up the moun-

| tain, you can hear a sound that sounds something like

- “ pon-pon” . While the mountain itself is quite low (20

i ﬁ m), it offers a panoramic view of distant mountains.
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Special Edition
30 Year
Anniversary

We've lived here for 30 years. We were born in
the year when Yoshimi became a town.
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The town of Yoshimi and the residents who Speak
of their love for this town, Were all born in 1972.
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My friends who come to visit from Tokyo always
comment on the number of stars they can see in
Yoshimi. From here, on the riverbank, we can enjoy
a great view of Yoshimi in its entire natural splendor,
and sometimes we can even see Mt. Fuji. The river
is close to my home and | enjoy walking along the
banks, especially in the winter when the air is so
clear.
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At night, it's so dark sometimes that you
can hardly see anything, but there's a
unique calmness in all this darkness. |
just returned to Yoshimi last month after 5
years in Tokyo. | still commute by car and
train, but | like the pace of life here. We're
surrounded by nature and everyone
seems to be your friend. It's dark when |
get home from work but it seems to wel-
come me home.
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Having lots of friends makes life here especially
rewarding. The "Yancha-bozu™ baseball team has
been together for over years now. Fifteen of us get
together twice a month to practice. This is usually
followed by a trip into Higashi Matsuyama for a
"night on the town". We talk about all sorts of
things and we always have a pretty good time
together.



Specialties and History
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This

Nature has seen fit to bless the earth in Yoshimi.
fertile soil is especially appropriate for growing koshi-
hikari and kinu-hikari rice and is one of the reasons this
region is affectionately referred to as the Hiki Prairie.
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crop in Yoshimi during the late 1950s.
Since that time Tochiotome strawberries
that thrive in our sandy soil, have become

Greenhouse strawberries became a major
famous for their natural sweetness.
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The archaeological excavation site
artery during the Nara period.
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uilt several decades ago, disastrous flooding along the

rakawa and Ichino Rivers caused much pain and took many

ves. Yet these floods were also responsible for our rich and
Our history is entwined with these rivers.

Until watercourses were altered and large-scale banks were
fertile soil.
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Our festivals keep us in close touch with tradition, cul-
ture and communal ties within a modern society.
Yoshimi has a wide range of festivals throughout the
ear, from traditional festivals such as fairs at shrines
nd float parades to newer ones such as the Children’ s
Festival and Sports Festival.

TOWN YOSHIMI
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Vision For a New Century
Yoshimi Urbanization

The Mayor Talks about the New Century Flood control is at the top of the
town’ s safety measures list. Riverbanks are constantly being improved
and now we have a plan to build gigantic banks designed to accommodate
residential areas. Yoshimi aims to become a “ town that stands on its
own two feet” through the promotion of industries and disaster preven-
tion. One of my most important wishes to see our town’ s children grow
up in good health supported by a friendly and safe environment.
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The town also strives to ensure the

The town strives to make the most of its beautiful landscapes with

affluent greenery, hills, paddy fields and trees in residential areas, in
order to create a living environment that provides residents with

safety and comfort of our residents and to equip itself with capabili-
ties necessary for the promotion of industrial activities and friendship.

peacefulness and relaxation.
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mote farming. For the activation of its commerce and tourism, the
town plans to provide efficient tourist routes in order to attract visi-

a lack of successors. Yoshimi takes every necessary measure to pro-
harmony with the preservation of our natural environment.

Yoshimi has long flourished as an agricultural town since ancient
times. Local agriculture, however, must now deal with issues such as
tors throughout the year. Yoshimi strives to promote local industry in
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In the face of a seriously declining birth rate and the aging of our
population, Yoshimi strives to take measures that encourage closer
connections among health, medical and welfare systems in order to

capped by offering attentive services and providing the best possible
living environment.

ensure good health and happiness for each and every resident. The
town supports the elderly, parents with small children, and the handi-
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The

Helping our children learn to think and act on their own in order to
cope with a rapidly changing modern society, Yoshimi promotes cre-
town also provides its residents who are eager to learn and improve
themselves with opportunities and facilities for continuous learning,
enjoying hobbies, participating in volunteer activities and exercising

ative education in cooperation with families and communities.
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Administration & Assembly

Yoshimi aims to be a town where each and every resident can lead a safe
and fulfilled life. The town strives to respond to the Various needs of the
people, it seeks their participation and cooperation, and provides all
necessary information. The town assembly deliberates and makes deci-
sions regarding basic policies based on the voice of the citizens in its
quarterly ordinary sessions and extraordinary sessions.
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A window at the town hall
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In 1889, after the Return of

Political Rule to the Emperor and municipality ordinances were enacted, 4 new villages were

established in Yoshimi.

Yoshimi County was restructured and the name was changed to Hiki

County in 1896. Prior to becoming a town, Yoshimi experienced the diffusion of lamps, a

growth of commercial establishments, the birth of a credit association and many wars.

After the Edo period, there were 43 villages in Yoshimi County.
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As the abundant confusion Japan's defeat in WWII began to settle down, the 4 villages that
covered this area merged into a single village on July 1, 1954. A large-scale production of
strawberries began in 1955 and later spread out among local farmers. During the latter part

of the1960s, factories began to move into the area and modernizing our town.

November 3, 1972, Yoshimi was reorganized as a town.
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